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Todayʼs Session

● Why SkillBlox? 
● SkillBlox 101
● Building Blox for the Community
● Whatʼs next?



Letʼs Open a Blox 

This Blox has all of the 
materials being shared 
during todayʼs session. 

bit.ly/blox24va 

http://bit.ly/blox24va


1⃣ See, Think, Wonder… 💻 Posting on Social Media

💼 Taking Time Off from Work 

💻 Solve Problems with 
YouTube 

🩺 Health Information and the 
Internet 

💻(PD) Using Alignment Tools 

🔢💻 Solve Problems Using   
      Google Sheets

http://www.skillblox.org/skillblox/B2O68V
http://www.skillblox.org/skillblox/B2O68V


What do you….

… see?

… think?

… wonder?



Follow-up Questions…

● What skills were being 
developed? 

● Are these skills important to 
the learners you work with?

● What would you need to do in 
order to use this lesson with 
your learners? 



Key Things Youʼll Learn Today…

How to use and build Blox
● Using Blox “as is”
● Building from othersʼ Blox
● Starting from scratch
● How to share with the 

community



SkillBlox History



Back in 2017…

We know 
people are 

using these…

…how can 
we help them 

use these?



CrowdED Learning

Increase access to and 
awareness of Open 

Educational Resources 
(OER) in adult education

Moved to World 
Education in 

September 2020



The OER Challenge: Overcrowding
Content is everywhere, but is it...

accurate? current?

engaging? aligned?



CrowdED Learning Solution
Moving from the current 
state of scattered 
resources to... 

...coordinated alignment of 
resources from multiple sources 
to adult competencies, to... 

...tools that support seamless 
integration of a variety of 
content into instruction.



?

?

?

?

We know publishers provide CCRS alignments…





…so what if we start aligning popular OER…



Mathematics
Level M | Geometry

SkillBlox “Playlist”

...and then pull these alignments together in one place?

Publisher Resources

Free and Open Resources

Aligned Materials



Customize + ShareSelect ActivitiesSearch by Skill

www.skillblox.org

📅 March 2020



Build, share, and adapt 
lessons powered by OER

Just Having OER Available Not Enough

Service learning that leads 
to high-quality OER



The Power of Building AND Sharing OER

Link to CL Resources OTAN CK-12 Books

https://www.crowdedlearning.org/resources
https://www.ck12.org/pages/adult-education/


Letʼs Build a Blox!



2⃣ Engaging Educators in Building the SkillBlox Library

💻 Digital Literacy

🌐 Civics Education

💰 Financial Literacy

🩺 Health Literacy

💼 Workforce Preparation

Evaluate

Align

Subject Area Frameworks

https://edtech.worlded.org/resource/subject-area-frameworks-for-adult-learners/


3⃣ Letʼs Check Out the Resources!

🔢 Mathematics

💻 Digital Literacy

📚 Reading + Vocab



Letʼs Check Out the Resources!

🌐 Civics Education

🩺 Health Literacy

💰 Financial Literacy

💼 Workforce Preparation



Letʼs Jump Into SkillBlox!

skillblox.org



What if you had a 
ready-to-go reading 
lesson that you 
could use as is OR 
easily adapt to meet 
your needs?

4⃣ Why start from scratch???



Individually or in groups…

1. Find a Blox you might be 
interest in using with your 
learners.

2. How would you use this 
Blox with learners?

3. What types of activities 
would you add into it to 
layer in skills that matter? 



Letʼs Build a Beautiful Blox!!!!!

Letʼs build a Skillblox together

1. Find learning activities
2. Save activities to a Blox
3. Customize a Blox
4. Tag a Blox
5. Share a Blox



Building Blox for the Community



Making Your Blox Public!

● How can we encourage teachers 
to make their Blox publicly 
available? 

● How can we nudge teachers to 
tag their Blox so others can 
more readily evaluate for 
relevance to their own context?



Sharing and Tagging Helps Others Find Useful Blox

?



Create Your Public Profile

● Profiles help you see all 
public Blox a particular 
user

● Find other users who 
teach similar subjects, 
learner levels, and more



Build Stax!!!!



…how you might use SkillBlox?

…the types of Blox you might 
create? 

…how you might use Stax to 
coordinate use of SkillBlox? 

What ideas you have for…



Whatʼs Next? 



Building Reading Curriculum with SkillBlox



More Reading Lessons… Levels B - D

Original Story

Quizlet Activity

Forms Quiz

Forms Template



More Content!!!

● Focus on ESOL resources
● Offline / printable resources 

from GCF and PLA
● TSTM-aligned activities created 

by makers from the ETMS



Learner Dashboards + CCRS Reading/Language Content

● What skills has this 
learner developed?

● How much time have 
they spent in learning?

● What 
resources/resource 
types seem to be most 
effective/engaging? 



Search by Resource

Instructors want to be able to see 
everything available from a 
particular publisher. 

Link to list of  SkillBlox Resources (Aug 2024)

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hBINJErYq_T1msWMX5vUeTZBtz-ERuqE/view?usp=sharing


Follow Our IES Research Project

● Visit our TSTM / SkillBlox Project 
Page for project resources, 
latest blogs, etc. around the IES 
instructional pilot!

● Sign up for our CrowdED 
Learning newsletter (monthly) 
for updates and tips on SkillBlox 
and other great OER info/news.

TSTM-SkillBlox Project Page

https://edtech.worlded.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/Subject-Area-Frameworks-for-Adult-Learners.pdf
https://edtech.worlded.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/ETMS-_-Shared-Copy-_-Resource-Evaluation-Guide-v3-1.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/145IJHzQxCjrqQzHSEDR5QctJBs5WCB9XELvEY9q004w/edit?usp=sharing
https://edtech.worlded.org/tstm-skillblox/


Research Timeline: TSTM/SkillBlox
Jun 2022 - Dec 2023
Series of Maker Spaces to understand 
necessary supports for effective OER 
curation and reusable OER design.

Sep 2023 - May 2024
Development of SkillBlox features that support search, 
evaluation, organization, and sharing of OER

June 2024 - Spring 2025
Usability/feasibility study and RCT 
study to understand core use cases 
and impacts of using SkillBlox to 
share, reuse, and adapt OER

https://edtech.worlded.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/Subject-Area-Frameworks-for-Adult-Learners.pdf
https://edtech.worlded.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/ETMS-_-Shared-Copy-_-Resource-Evaluation-Guide-v3-1.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/145IJHzQxCjrqQzHSEDR5QctJBs5WCB9XELvEY9q004w/edit?usp=sharing


Share a Video!!!!!

bit.ly/VAvidlib

http://bit.ly/VAvidlib


Thank 
You!

CrowdED Learning

CrowdED_US

CrowdED Learning

crowdedlearning.org

jeffrey_goumas@worlded.org

https://www.linkedin.com/company/25016836/admin/
https://twitter.com/CRowded_us
https://www.facebook.com/CrowdEDLearningEveryone
https://www.crowdedlearning.org/contact

