
Family Literacy

VAACE Conference

October 22, 2024



PHASE 2:  FOUNDATION FUNDERS (GRANTS)

The Read to Them®Model 

The power of reading aloud

Surround 
students with 
financial 
literacy

Schoolwide reading programs surround students with literacy:

Å at home, reading aloud with caregivers

Å at school, with classroom-based activities

Å in the community, with participation from civic groups and 

businesses



ÅOur mission is to use the power of reading aloud together to build connections across 
families, schools, and communities to cultivate studentsõ learning and success.
ÅWe will continue to do that until we achieve our vision of a culture of literacy in every 

community.

We believe that reading aloud to children has the power to change lives.

To do this, we have 

built three core 

programsé

One School, One Book ® One District, One Book ® States Read One Book ®

2M+ FAMILIES    Å    3K+ SCHOOLS    Å    50 STATES    Å    4 CANADIAN PROVINCES   



Our kids are struggling.



It takes a village to move the needle.

The City of Richmondõs children are facing challenges 

that can affect their entire lives.

Å41.5% are impacted by poverty.

Å57% of Richmondõs kindergarteners do not meet school-readiness benchmarks 

compared to 42% in Virginia overall

ÅOnly 47% of students in Richmond passed the state reading assessment in 2021-22, 

compared to 73% in Virginia overall. 

Children who are not reading proficiently in 3rd grade are four times more likely to drop out of high school, and black and 
Hispanic students living in poverty who are not proficient readers are eight times more likely than proficient readers to drop 
out of high school.



Dolly Partonõs Imagination Library (DPIL)

Imagination Library reaches more children than any other early childhood book gifting program, and mails free, high-quality, age-appropriate books to 

children from birth until age five, no matter their familyõs income.

To share the life and legacy of Dolly Parton as an inspiration to all children to Dream More, Learn More, 

Care More and Be More®.

We aspire to firmly establish Dolly Parton and the Imagination Library as the highest quality, most 

effective, instantly recognized, global book gifting resource that policymakers, early childhood 

organizations and families trust to help inspire a love of reading and learning in children as we 

provide the most powerful opportunity for children to dream more.

THE DOLLYWOOD FOUNDATION MISSION

DOLLY PARTONõS IMAGINATION LIBRARY MISSION


